ROUTH Richard, died between August and December 1801

{

Collector Customs for liewfoundland 1782-1801. Commissioner of Oyer and Terminer

2 3
for Newfoundland 1785-1790 . Justice of the Peace for St Johns 1788 .

4, 5
Chief Justice of Newfoundland 1798-1801 Family, wife Abigail and a
6

large family including at least the following children:-- Richard ,

7 8
William , Ramstdph Randolph(born 1782, baptised Poole Dorset 1783)
Hannah(born 1783, baptised 9 10

poole), Mary(born 1785 baptised Poole 1787)
11 12

Henry Lloyd(born 1787 baptised Poole 1789) and John .°

Richard Routh would have been instantly identified by Charles Dickens

as of that classical genus, the inveterate Place Seeker. He knew nothing
(=3 £ <

syevICy
of the Revenue lsews but moved from obscnme civilian life to the xankxwf

senior Customs position in Newfoundland; he knew even less about Swp law
oK THU ULAND.
but became Chief Justicé\Fhileﬂaﬂﬂﬂmaiﬁg-arﬁﬂfhbﬁﬁnyéeh effaolloctome of

counterparts
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We know nothing =wewt Routh's sxigimsd until 1779 when, already an adulg
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®e began to appear “4EmgEGly in the diaries of Benjamin Lester of Poole, who
N

was the wealthiest merchant in the Newfoundland Trade. Lester, who was later
te=pewone Member of Parliament for Poole, naturally akkxaredattracted fortune
hunters and place seekers, and invariably pressed their interest in the firm

assurance they they would find some means of repaying him. He=rasin-fact

- (DA ﬂt.z
T aTava T B it e S S NSy 2 t Routh was from London
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and joined Lester as a senior clerk or amsswat upon the recomendation of one

of the latter's many London acqaantances, for between 1779 and 1782 he
13

seems to have transacted a considerable amount of business for Lester.

WAD IOinaD

However by 1782, Lester's Son in Law George Garland v the

ENDED NOVTH'S ProlpycTs Fon'nbvmwwg’.
| it i i PP RO R OR QSO Al Nl comerntfor-Reu U],

business and this
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whe then apparently desesmi t o purchase a vessel anﬁggp@%aﬁe~business
14 w

on his own account.

Hnuau.r“éyents in Newfoundland rendered this step unnecessary, when
the position of Customs Collector was declared vacant, Actually it had
‘been vacant since 1777 when the then occupant obtained a patent to develop

a mine on the Island, only to end up with a large water-filled hole in
15
the ground. The American War e pre-occupied Government and no one

in Newfoundland was anxious to remind it that there was no longer a

Customs House on the Island. Lester wwag a s#sems supportér of Lord
S VALTANGIAL POLITICAL

North, and William Pitt , was had an exdskenely h&ge‘\influence in Poole

and as a result between 1782-and 1785 managed to obtain the post of

4

Collector of Customs for Richard Routh , that of Coimptroller for
16
one D'ewes Coke who had been working as a surgeon in Trinity Bay where

Lester had his main fishery , and the position of Commissary General
17
to the Garrison, for another client,William Eppes. Thus George Garland

entered the Business of ¥ Lester and Eii.uﬁi‘&nﬂh was given alternative
. 18
employment. Lester even purchased his ship-and found it a very bad bargain.

Routh sailed to Newfoundland in 17823 and narrowly escaped capture
19
by the Grand Fleet. He returned to Poole in December on the very day

that the merchahts rfxRrrie met and decided to support those of Dartmgiuth

#2p

in a campiagn to have the Customs House in Newfoundland abolished.
iiWWiﬂhis campaign had
nothing to do with him personally and had been going on since 1764, the
year in which the Commissioners of the Customs, with remarable absent
mindefldness had first decided that Newfoundland, like the mainland

< 2
possessions ought to hiave a Customs House. The merchants , citing a
list of precedents dating back to the reign of Edward.VI claimed that
this was illegal, or even if the Customs House were legal, that the levying

was <2,

of customs fees wgxe not. The F

AY

irst Collector had his house burnt dowrnss~
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and quickly resigned for reasons variously given as poor health, or inability
to see the necessity for a customs louse anyway . A successor was sent out
but the merchants entered into a combination, and refused to pay customs fees
until 1776 when Govermment passed legislation which retroBactively
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legalised the Customs House and its fees. By then kmwev the American
Revolution had broken out, and Mr Collector had become pre-occupied with
his mining ventures. There was thus no effective customs establishment
until the appointment of Routh reminded the merchants that this was only
a temporary phenomenon. The immenent end of the American War saw the
merchants with a host of greivances against Govermment Action and legislation
which pre-dated 1775 and they began a strenaous campaign to change things.
This ommssmdn culminated in a private members Bill introduced into Parlimment
by Arthur Holdsowrth, merchant and Member of Parliament for Dartmouth. The
Government refused to do more than modify a few details of its policies but

the years between 1783 and 1786 were full of anxiety for Rixk Routh and

2&~5{ﬂ*7 ol
his fellow officials in Newfoundland. =

Routh re-acted quickly to the news that the merchants had voted to abolish
his job and spent the end of December 1782 currying favour with all the
Poole merchants he could find. Zmxxhexmear At the same time Lester exerted his
own more powerful influence and just two days later another Town Meeting
was held where "after much argument (concerning thé resolution to remove
the Customs House) it was dropp'd and agreed that Mr Routh would everying <
in his power to lessen the grievances they complain'd of and put the fees

1 24—;Zé;

on a more equitable plan . This reversal, although it was soon hotly
denied by some of the merchants including John Jeffery,m Lester's business
rival in Trinity Bay, amdxkisxxivakxixnxEngiishxpetixieaixptagrdand his
political rival in Poole, placed a wedge between the merchants of Poole

and those of Dartmouth and Bristol, who continued to press for the abolition
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of the Customs House, This division was explicable in wider terms
than the influence of Lester, or the modest and p-lacatory demeanour of
Routh. The Devonshire merchants had their major interests in St johns
and thus were under the direct eye of the Customs Officials. Only one
of the Poole firms was established there, the rest trading to the "outports"
where the "Hmmpx ”deputiesi-of the Customs were all either metmsmmemi-c agents

25227
or Doctors and Clergymen under the direct influence of the merchant.
In 178 6 the Govermment rejected the demands of the merchants
26 28

and amongst other things confirmed the necessity of the Customs liouse.
Routh was now secure; whilst Dowsmgin Lester began to accumulate the

his
rewards for khis support in the form of commercial intelligence and

pfdedade—diy St Jlohns,
other services from hime.gldmmid 9 : ial rank St Johps.

WHO
Routh, Coke and Eppes imemed acted as his unofficial and unpaid agents

i)
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Lester's political influence temporarily declined
soon after but by now there were hardly any worthwhil:e positions

left to be filled in the meagre Newfoundland government,

Routh would rmrtirexi® meet with hostility from the St Johns
2530
Traders almost to the end of his life , but it was now muted and generally
28 3y

passive, #ymg due in part to his own discretion in exercising s powerg.
e oot - i i :
The position of Collector of Customs in Newfoundland carried no fixed salary
and Routh depended upon a share of the fees levied on shipping and cargoes
but the job had one supreme attractiom; The Collector, unlike his deputy
the Comptroller was not obliged to reside permanently on the Island.
Newfoundland's shipping season was Qonfined to the period April-December

and for most of that time the Comptroller alone could haddle all the duties

and it was only necessary for Routh to be present at the end of the fishing

S EAS OTig D L el 2.1 (Indeed as the Dartmouth merchants
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always argued, it was far frolm certain that Routh was ever really

7R3

necessary) . ~ Routlt exploited this situation to the full and

succeeded in spending 19 years in the Govermment of Newfoundland

AN N NG

without eveg&‘spnnaéng a single winter on the Island. He never
(2N
left England until June, and sometimes delayed sailing until August

and could be sure of returning "home" by the end of December. His

#
best year in fact was 1784, when he sailed in late June and was back

=133

by the 13 October. His Rank moreover entitled him to passage on

a naval Rrigate which i§ uncomfortable by modern standards was infinitely
on
preferable to that ®mX a small,dirty fishing brig. His family settled
S23y

in Poole where he leased a house from Benjamin Lester ., and one or more
of his sons was educated at Wimborne School, with various relatives of

%35 335
Benjamin Lester , who treated them as if they were his own family

whilst his wife found consolation for Routh's absence in the compnay
4537

of Lester's numerous friends and relatives. Routh's winters in

England were agreably spent in dinnerg,trips into the Ceuntry, and up

to London , games of whist at the Poole "Club' AAd visits to the

New Play liouse, and with the onset of middle age and gout, journeys

353%

to "take the waters' at Bath. The rigours of life in Newfoundland

were softened by the employment of a maid and the impértation of what
seems to have been the first Coach to the Island. The older merchants
violently condemned this unnecessary extragagance as tending to wehken

the industry and moral fibre of the inhabitants, but afGE=Sed 2 Collector

8633?

of Customs had a station and dignity to maintain.

Thus did Routh enter into the lerpiest-—perseods~oixriiwTi~irts—tifec:

a life of pleasant and dignified routine enlivened only by the dangers of

the sea and afh.temporary revival of mercantile antagonism to the custom
, 97-H4v
house between 1790 add 1793. He continued to win over the support
0sTiLl 84 - ,
of previously antageaisfic merchants , obtained the confidence of

the Government and a succession of naval Governors, and retained the
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the warm regard of Benjamin Lester. His family was growing up with no

SLdAN¥P
discernible stress;ali life 1liberty and happinesa\asgured.

PROPLLLD TO  a)NAX
IN 1798 an srpeexedunexpected event gave;:o Routhnfhe psmmdcle of

of his career, when the Chief Justice of Newfoundland was forced to Resign.
This was none other than D'ewes Coke, until 1794 Routh's deputy in the
Custom House. Newfoundlands had not possessed a Surpeme Court before

1792 but in that year John Reeves a barrister with the Board of Trade

Y MOV RAD N O
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had been appointed under a new Statute. Reeves
D gSIAY_ TO QXARIN TN NENWUNDLARS T ~

L0 rema d and after two seasons
returned to his old position in London, It proved impossible to persaude

anyone else with even the slightest legal training to take his place - not

AVIROANY

least because as yet the Govermment had mmx omitted to eseate a salary

for the Judge -~ and Dewe's EBoke in the absence of anyone else, obtained

o~ U3

the job. As with the Collector of Customs, no one thought that the
Chief Justice should reside permanently on the Island and Coke now began

<+ 4y

to live the same life as Routh, a house in Poole and another in St Johns.

However in 1798 Governor Wallace prevailed upon the Govermment to order

-k%—t*
Coke to reside permanently in Newfoundland. Coke pleaded ill health
- W »
and resigned, and some strenuous and successful lobbying by the Poole

e 1}

merchants resulted in Routh's appointment to the position. With only
two days notice he left his family and sailed for Newfoundland where

through some oversight of Govermment he continued to act as the Collector
7 Y

of Customs as well. Routh must have been a very happy man, but the

cR¥ATED

conditions for his den downfall had been ecvewwbsmwed and the last three

years of his life were increasingly unpleasant. It soon became apparent
WAL NG Ny wWibnL THAN SOV
to all, that Routh na.mere-than-eak!rwnm!*prepete%\fo spend any winters in

Rewfoundland, and to everyone's constennation‘&e appeared back in England

B¢fore leaving Newfoundland he infermed—tiTe

at the end of the year.
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Iiis explanation was that lLe was returning to bring back his family
during 1799. An Angry Govermment ordered him to return to Newfoundland
by the first wasship whiéth sailed in March] Routh replied with
a Doctor's certificate to the effect that a serious attack of gout
made Ikxmesixinzgwizabie a wimger journey to Newfoundland most'
inadvisable, recomending instead a rather shorter trip to Bath to
Ll
recover his health.
In ¥%89July he sailed(without his family) and arrived
without incident, but again determined to return home at the end
after _
of the year. lle waited until/the Governor had sailed for England
and thus had to take passage on a Dartmouth fishing brig. This
Vessel was taken in January 1800 by a French privateer and Routh
%% 50

became a prisoner. liis capitivity lasted only for two months
but it had been expensive and exhausting. Routh applied for an
increase in salary pointing out that he must maintain a family in
England and keep a large and liberal table in St Johns. The Government
might well have retorted that had he moved his family to Newfoundland
as ordered, his financial problems would peebabdy have disappeared.

Routh Disconsolately returned to Newfoundland, spent two or three
months on the Island and sailed for England in December on the Frigate
Camilla. they met a heavy gale which threw her on her beam ends
and according to Routh forced him under water for five minutes which
greatly ageravated his gout, and did nothing to improve his now

o 5l

bitter relationship with his superiors. By mnow Routh must have
regretted his decision to commute between England and Newfoundland
but the needs of his family drove him on. IN August he missed the

convoy and had to take passage out on an unknown merchant vessel.

By December he had not arrived and his friends became alarmed.
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on the 26th December old Benjamin Lester made a note ofi his diary that
=

there was no news of Mr Routh. Not long after Lester himself was

dead, still not sure of the end of his old client and friend.

The Briwx inevitable patterns of life went on; in June the Govermment

received a letter from Jonaghon Ogden late surgeons mate, Justice of

the Peace, and currently Chief Surrogaﬁe in St johns, which with

careful sympathy reminded tﬁe Government that Mr Routh must now be

presumed dead, outlined£?§F need for a new Chief Justice, and recomended
e 18

himself for the post. liis wish was granted but he suffered from

what seems to have been an early curse of Newfoundland Judges; IN October

A NI 1N THE RAnN OF i S

N

a paralytic stroke forced his resignation and return to England. The

Poole merchants pressed for the appointment of Mr Street a local merchant
55 E
in fallen circumstances , whilst others suggested John Bland the magistrate
N3
at Donavista. However after two deraxs# decades of "Poole Rule' it was
A ¢ of
the turn of the Dartmouth gentlemenz;? #» chief justice they obtained
S

the appointment of Thomas Tremlett, local and well respected but also insolvent,
merchant; For Collector of Customs they mitaime® successully placed
Arthur Holdsworth Brooking of Stoke Fleming. Tremlett knew no more of the

Law than had Routh, but he did reside permanently on the island until his

mpviep=de dismissal for incompetence a few years later.

Thus ended- the life of Richard Routh. What had he done to affect
, 3 .
the world of—wiw=@wy? One is forced to conclude that he had affected it
very litt{e « liowever he had managed to maintain his wife and rear his

children to maturity. liis Connection with Lester outived both their

deaths for most of his sons became merchants, some almost certainly through

the influence of Lester's heirs.



